Biome exercise example:  Coastal temperate rainforest
Describe the characteristics of the coastal temperate rainforest.
Largest trees in the world, conifer needle tree dominated:  western hemlock, Douglas Fir, red cedar, pacific silver fir, and spruce.   Trees are very large – some over 90 metres high.  Understory includes salal, huckleberries.  Deciduous trees early succession are red alder, and black cottonwood.  The animals are adapted to a moist environment.  Many ferns that are adapted to shade in the forest understory.

250 cm annual rainfall.  Seasons are pronounced.

Common animals include:  Pacific giant salamander, tree frog, raccoon, banana slug, crow, black bear, black-tailed deer, wolf, cougar, squirrel., bald eagle, great blue heron, bats, the tailed frog

There is nutrient-rich soil, with a high level of decaying matter because it decays slowly it is seasonal with a relatively short growing season.  

Conditions caused by its close proximity to the Pacific Ocean.  

South America, Asia, Australia and New Zealand

74,000 square KM in Canada Alaski to Northern California

The area includes a preponderance of rivers and lakes.

It’s considered a gap forest, because trees die and periodically fall, opening up; a gap in the canopy.

Rich diversity of animals = 48 species of amphibians and reptiles.

Mammals include grizzly and brown bears, marmots, voles and martens.

