
1000 ACRES

Historical people and places of Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C.



I respectfully acknowledge that the land on which we live, play, work and 
help steward is the unceded and traditional territories of the Musqueam, 
Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations.

Photo: A red cedar in Spapayeq/Stanley Park (Don Enright)



Researching the history, I first tried to find a description of the park by first nations 
pre-contact.  Not possible. That was 1792. I did find some conversations with 
August Jack Khatsahlano who lived in Chaythoos on the peninsula, but he was 
born in 1877 and described ancestors’ descriptions.

Captain Vancouver sailed here in 1792.  There had already been smallpox 
outbreaks on the west coast originating with European sailors and spreading 
through indigenous trade routes.

Vancouver’s crew were the first Europeans the local indigenous groups that 
inhabited this part of the coast would encounter.

Indigenous people of the peninsula (SP) were the Squamish First Nations with one 
of the villages being the Squamish settlement of Whoi Whoi (Xwáýxway).  Their 
language was shared with the Tsliel-Waututh and Musqueum, as were resources 
through marriages or other uniting relationships, which were promoted with 
potlatches, often on the peninsula.



Captivated by the haunting beauty of this land, he [Vancouver] was both 
curious and intrigued by its native inhabitants. Of course he was also a man 
of his time. Neither he, nor the Spanish who followed, bothered to ask these 
same native inhabitants what they called the inlet that had been their home 
for over two millennia. Had they done so they would have learned it 
was Tsleil-Waututh or ‘People of the Inlet.’ (Drew)

Vancouver:    From Point Grey we proceeded first up the eastern branch of the sound [into 
Burrard Inlet], where, about a league within its entrance, we passed to the northward of an 
island [future Stanley Park] which nearly terminated its extent, forming a passage [First 
Narrows] from ten to seven fathoms deep not more than a cable’s length in width.  This 
island lying exactly across the channel appeared to form a similar passage to the south of it, 
with a smaller island (Deadman’s Island] lying before it.  From these islands, the channel, in 
width about half a mile, continued in direction about east.  Here we were met by about fifty 
Indians, in their canoes, who conducted themselves with the greatest decorum and civility, 
presenting us with several fish cooked, and undressed of the sort already mentioned as 
resembling smelt.  These good people, finding we were inclined to make some return for 
their hospitality, shewed much understanding in preferring iron to copper.



I set about trying to find some First Nations accounts of these first 
contacts and the fate of the peninsula, and found a document of 
conversations with August Jack Khahtsahlano, dual Chief of the 
Squamish and Musqueum with Major Matthews, Vancouver archivist.  
The book Stanley Park’s Secret by Jean Barman is largely based on 
some of these conversations.

I also set about trying to find some old maps of the area.



August Jack Khahtsahlano lived in 
Chaythoos on the peninsula as a child

See: Conversations with August Jack 
Khahtsahlano, born at Snauq, False Creek 
Indian Reserve, circa 1877….
Compiled by Major J.S. Matthews, city 
archivist.  Available online.





•Cartographic material

Compiled by Major J.S. Matthews, V.D., 
City Archivist, Vancouver, from 
information given verbally by aged 
Indians of the Squamish and 
Musqueam tribes









Sir Henry Pering Pellew Crease (20 August 

1823 – 27 November 1905) was a British-

Canadian lawyer, judge, and politician, influential 

in the colonies of Vancouver Island and British 

Columbia.  He was the first Attorney General of 
the united colony of British Columbia and sat on 

the Supreme Court of the province for 26 years.

From: Barman















Picture of By Shore and Trail in Stanley 
Park.  By Robert Allison Hood.  Very 
colonial!   This is his perspective.  Some 
facts may be correct.



The people who lived on the peninsula.  

First Nations originally, and pioneers from about the mid-1800’s on.  
Information I retrieved from Barman’s book, conversations, and the 
city archives.  I’m covering settlements: Chaythoos, Whoi Whoi, 
Kanaka Ranch and Brockton Point, and Deadman’s Island.



The permanent demolition of Chaythoos and neighbouring 
Indigenous communities began in 1887 for the development of 
the Stanley Park roadway and public concourses. Khahtsahlano 
depicted a road surveyor cutting off a corner of his family’s 
house in this scene he painted for Vancouver City Archivist 
Major James Skitt Matthews.

Vancouver City Archives Reference No. AM 1562 – 75 - 55



Ca 1890.  View across the Second Narrows from "Chaythoos" near Prospect 
Point Vancouver Archives Wat N83

St Pk N150.02 - [View of Chaythoos, the site where Lord Stanley dedicated Stanley Park]



From: Conversations with Khahtsahlano 







After he was forced out of what’s now Stanley 
Park, August Jack Khatsahlano (in black) was 
asked to perform a dance at both the opening 
ceremony and later the rededication to Stanley 
Park on Aug. 25, 1943. Photo via City of 
Vancouver archives.



1968

“Frederick Dally was 
one of the first 
photographers to 
visit Burrard Inlet and 
in about 1868 caught 
what he termed 
“Indian Ranches.” 
possibly located on 
the peninsula. BC” 
Archives. C-09568



Site of 
Xwayxway(Whoi 
Whoi) village at 
present 
Lumberman’s 
Arch.





1934 diagram showing 
location of Whoi Whoi 
by August Jack 
Khatsahlano as he 
remembered it in the 
1880s (with notations 
by Major Matthews). 
From Conversations 
with Khahtsahlano, 
edited by Major JS 
Matthews, City of 
Vancouver Archives, 
1955, p. 24.



Brockton Point 
settlement



1897 Brockton Point 
settlement in Stanley 
Park.



The community at Brockton Point, around 1915. (City of 
Vancouver Archives, CVA 677-228)



Joe Silvey and his second 
wife Kwahama Kwatleematt 
circa 1872



This is Stanley Park's newest statue (2015). It 
is a statue to Portuguese Joe Silvey who was 
born in the Azores and ended up living 
at Brockton Point in Stanley Park near where 
this statue to him resides. He was a very 
interesting man having been a whaler, 
fisherman, and saloon keeper! He was 
married twice to First Nations women and 
had 11 children. The artist who created this 
statue, Luke Marston, is the great-great 
grandson of Portuguese Joe! This is a 
beautifully done statue with intricate 
carvings depicting the life of Portuguese Joe 
and his wives.

https://stanleyparkvan.com/stanley-park-van-location-brockton-point.html


Rennie Smith is a 
descendant from 
this settlement.

Rennie Smith's 
grandfather, Tom, 
with Rennie's 
father, Herbert, at 
their home at 
Brockton Point, 
which is today part 
of Stanley 
Park. (Courtesy of 
Rennie Smith)



Rennie Smith stands in Stanley Park, in front of the untended 
lilac bushes that her great-grandmother planted in what had 
been her backyard. (Alex de Boer/CBC)



Family and friends at 
Kanaka Ranch 1906





The Denman Arena was an indoor ice rink on the northwest corner of Denman Street and Georgia Streets. It could 
seat over ten thousand people.

Along with hockey and public skating, the arena also hosted curling and other sports, musical performances, and 
military assemblies.

Frank and Lester Patrick built the arena in 1911. The Pacific Coast Hockey Association, the Western Canada Hockey 
League and the Western Hockey League played games here until 1926. Other sports events also took place in the 
arena.  It burned down in 1936

I could not find a photo of Kanaka ranch, but the 
arena shows its location (now Bayshore Inn).



Deadman’s Island
1889

R.M. Frapp residence at
1264 Pender Street circa 1889.  From:   Eric Brighton



Deadman’s Island 1896























Group of men near a Chinese 
settlement in Stanley Park circa 
1890



Ad for the “Indian 
Village” in Stanley 
Park printed in the 
The Vancouver 
Sunday Province, 
1925



1928 photo of the home of 
Tim Cummings – last 
person to live at Brockton 
Point.



Agnes and Tim Cummings’ kitchen in 
their home at Brockton Point





When and how it became Stanley Park.

Circa 1945





1910, and motor vehicles are not allowed in Stanley 
Park between 2 pm and 5 pm on Saturdays and 
Sundays (and restricted to 8 miles per hour in the 
park). The lady (riding side-saddle) is heading off 
towards the Big Tree (aided by helpful signs).



Coal Harbour bridge 1889





1892 first bridge entrance to 
Stanley Park









The park 
commissioners were 
all over signs back 
then too!!









Vancouver Archives CVA 1348-34





I thought it might be one found at the PNE last May 2025!















Chilco bus loop 1972





Entrance from 
Beach Avenue 1913

Elk paddock and 
the residence of 
Park Board 
superintendant 
Adam Balmer from 
1910-1913











Work is underway to build the causeway that connects downtown Vancouver with Stanley Park 
in this archival photo from 1917. (Vancouver Archives)



Bare Buns Club





Early Brockton Point Light and Fog 
Bell













Brockton Point 1939



1899 park keeper’s 
cottage?







Brockton Point 1957



Vancouver & California rugby teams 1933





Cycling races (date unknown)











Figure 3: "Pro Rec" demonstration ca. 1940. Brockton 
Pavilion in background. Copyright: Vancouver Achieves, 
CVA 586-232.



Men’s Pro-Rec demonstration in Stanley Park, 1940. Photo: City 
of Vancouver Archives – CVA 586-228.

The Pro-Rec Program (1934-1953)

https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/
https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/
https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/
https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/
https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/
https://vanalogue.wordpress.com/2015/07/30/the-pro-rec-program-1934-1953/


Pro-Rec members 
putting on a 
display at UBC. ca. 
1940. Photo: COV 
Archives – Sp P46.4

Pro-Rec Centres’ Marching Song (Words by Alex Hood):
We’re hale and hearty Pro-Rec’s, the pride of old B.C.
Of all Canadian people, there’s none so fit as we.
Wave on the Pro-Rec banner, while lusty voices ring
Until the nations echo, the Pro-Rec song we sing!



1920 Prospect Point





Prospect Point
1889 Observation Point (summer house) is erected at 
Prospect Point.



1895   The Vancouver Bicycle Club photographed at Prospect Point.



Chief Joe Capilano completed 
the original Thunderbird 
Dynasty Pole 1936, which 
adorned the entrance to 
Prospect Point. Unfortunately, 
carpenter ants eventually 
destroyed the monument. The 
work was designed to 
commemorate the first 
meeting between Captain 
George Vancouver and the 
local Squamish people in 1792.





Signal Station on Lions Gate Bridge



Prospect point 1950s





The Royal 
Canadian 
Naval 
Volunteer 
Reserve at 
the gun 
emplacement 
near 
Ferguson 
Point during 
World War 
I. (City of 
Vancouver 
Archives)



Ferguson Point

Lieutenant H.O. Mock, R.N.V.R. with a large gun battery at 
Ferguson Point in August of 1914 (City of Vancouver Archives)



Stanley Park Fort on Ferguson Point



View from BOP showing #1 emplacement, Stanley Park Battery



View of guns dismounting 4.7" and overhead cover, 
Stanley Park Battery



BOP and signal hut, Stanley Park Battery



Entrance to light 

anti-aircraft pit, 
Stanley Park Battery



Searchlight, Stanley Park Battery



Entrance to magazine, Stanley Park Battery











Circa 
1900

Circa 1940
LOST LAGOON



1940s
Notice the 
number of 
birds.



Lost Lagoon 1924













Second beach playground 1943





Second beach 
pool 1979



Ceperly park traffic school

































The Last of Us filming

50 Shades of Grey filming

McGyver filming (chalet in the Alps)





1922 Ferry to West Van



Lions Gate construction ~1937



Lions Gate Bridge 1938







1939





1953 Lions Gate Bridge





1966

1973



2008





Lumberman’s arch 1910



Lumberman’s Arch 1925







Stanley Park road 1926





1930 1946



1952
1953





Lumberman’s Arch pool





Be-ins

1972 
Easter 
Be-in – 
Prospect 
Point 
Picnic 
Site

Ron 
Handford 
photos





The Nine O’Clock Gun at Brockton (Hallelujah) Point circa 
1930. PHOTO BY LEONARD FRANK /City of Vancouver 
Archives

1943 – City of Vancouver Archives



(City of Vancouver Archives Photo, AM1545-S3-: CVA 
586-1187)

Bronze 12-pounder 6-cwt Smoothbore Muzzleloading 
Gun with Dolphin carrying handles, "the 9 o'clock gun".



Wildlife















1963









1958 Seal pool and monkey 
enclosure.



From: article by Lani Russwurm. April 
17 2023

Beaver pond 1900



Cougar hunt 1911 Stanley Park

https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-
august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/

These hunters from Cloverdale were 
recruited to hunt a cougar, suspected of 
killing a stag, goats, and a 125-pound 
buck in the Stanley Park zoo.

Cougars used to run wild in the area now 
called Stanley Park, along with other larger 
mammals such as elk, wolves and bears. In 
1911, though, Stanley Park’s last cougar met a 
bloody and dramatic end.

Since then, it’s unlikely a cougar has set foot in 
the park, Worcester said, and if a cougar has 
ever passed through in the last 100 years, no 
one at Stanley Park Ecological Society has ever 
heard about it.

https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
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https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
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https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/
https://stanleyparkecology.ca/2014/09/18/province-august-28-2014-secrets-stanley-park/


Aquarium

First location of Aquarium: Hastings Park





The location in SP opened in 1956.  
Admission was 25 cents.

1957









Beach trail SP (date unknown)











Jimmy Cunningham working on the seawall. Photo 
by Gordon Sedawie, City of Vancouver Archives 
#392-1044



The seawall under construction in 1920, with the Empress of Canada liner entering the harbour. 
Photo by Stuart Thompson, City of Vancouver Archives #99-1476.







Photo by James 
Crookall, City of 
Vancouver 
Archives #260-
581



Seven sisters



Storm damage 1935



The next major storm to trash the park was another doozy. 
The remnants of Typhoon Freda battered Vancouver one 
night in October 1962. Although Freda had downgraded from 
typhoon to extratropical storm by the time it reached the 
city, it caused extensive damage to the city and especially 
Stanley Park.



From: Stanley Park Notebook in 
the West End Journal.

2021 story by Jacqui Birchall 
about Colin Spratt who searched 
every corner of the park for old 
growth trees during the 
lockdown.





The miniature railway that 
was built in Stanley Park in 
the 1940s. The bigger one 
there today was built in a 
clearing left by Typhoon 
Freda. BC Archives #I-21688



Postcard from 
the 70’s

Do you 
remember the 
sounds of the 
train whistle 
and 
peacocks?

Interestingly, a 
Teepee, 
although 
Coastal FN 
never used 
them.



Mawson’s Scheme no. 4 for Coal Harbour, 1912. Reference 
code: AM886-: MAP 728

https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/accepted-scheme-for-coal-harbour-stanley-park-vancouver
https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/accepted-scheme-for-coal-harbour-stanley-park-vancouver
https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/accepted-scheme-for-coal-harbour-stanley-park-vancouver


Map of Stanley Park with the 
changed location of the 
stadium. Reference 
code: AM1594-: MAP 62

https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/map-of-stanley-park-2
https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/map-of-stanley-park-2
https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/map-of-stanley-park-2


https://vanmag.com/city/general/the-man-made-history-of-
stanley-park/



Queen Victoria Memorial Fountain, across from the Rowing Club



Robert Burns Memorial Statue





Harry Jerome Statue









Charles Marega “the greatest sculptor in Western Canada 
did the Oppenheimer bronze bust as well.

Installed in 1911.  David Oppenheimer was 
Vancouver’s second mayor from 1888-1891.  
David and his four brothers started a mining 
supply business, having come from Germany 
during the gold rush.  First in San Franscisco and 
then B.C.  He was responsible for much of the 
infrastructure of Vancouver, including the fire 
department, and streetcar system.





Air India Memorial
Dedicated 27 July 2007 to 
commemorate 331 lives lost as a 
result of the 1985 bombings of Air 
India Flight 182 and at Narita 
Airport

9 0’clock gun
Cast in England in 
1816, brought here 
in 1894, was used 
by mariners to set 
their chronometers 
and also to warn 
fishers of closings

Chehalis 
monument
West of Brockton 
Point.
Marks lost lives 
when two ships 
collided nearby

Edward Stamp
Commemorates 
where lumber 
operations first 
started in park in 
1865



Garden of remembrance
Air Force Memorial Plaques

Hallelujah Point
A former site for Salvation 
Army prayer meetings

HMS Egeria
Marks survey point 
used by Royal Navy 
Ship in 1898

Japanese Canadian 
War Memorial
Memorial to 
Vancouver's 
Japanese soldiers 
serving in WWI



Port of Vancouver
Explains Port of Vancouver 
landmarks

SS Beaver Cairn
Shipwrecked on 
the rocks below 
Prospect Point in 
1888

SS Empress of 
Japan
Replica of ship's 
figurehead that 
sailed to the 
Orient from 
1891-1922

Stanley Park 
Centennial
1988 Plaque 
marks the spot 
where park was 
originally 
declared open



There is another Stanley Park in North America!  In Westfield Massachusettts.

Founded by Frank Stanley Beveridge (born in Nova Scotia)

Stanley Park consists of nearly 300+ acres of trails, woods, picnic areas, recreational facilities, and gardens, which 
include the Rose & Flower Garden, Asian Garden, a Rhododendron Display Garden, The Arboretum, Herb Garden, and 
Woodland Wildflower Garden. There is the Frank Stanley Beveridge Wildlife Sanctuary, the Carillon Tower, and a Duck 
Pond with a Colonial-era Village that includes an orchard, mill and waterwheel, an old town meeting house, covered 
bridge, carriage shed, blacksmith shop, and arched bridges all with a backdrop of flowering azaleas and rhododendron.



From 1888 until the late 1950s, Stanley Park in Erin Village was a southern Ontario tourism mecca. Imagine direct trains from 
Union Station, grand parades, bicycle racing, horse racing, boating, cottages and a large dance pavilion. While the park is no 
longer, the arch and gates from c. 1920 remain as a cultural reminder – now protected with a heritage design.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2FG-8_Z7gw

Talasay Tours: Indigenous-led.



Mysteries
Who were the Babes in the Woods?

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/alumni/journey/magazine/fall-
2022/articles/node/72545

The article begins: “The groundskeeper was clearing brush in Vancouver's Stanley Park in 1953 when 
something crunched underfoot.”

Those were the remains of two children.  A hatchet nearby was covered with a fur coat, a woman’s size 7 
½ penny loafer was found, and a lunchbox containing petrified food.

After 70 years of investigations and no leads, in February 2022, the case broke wide open.

DNA was extracted from bone tissue, compared with DNA databases, and a match was found.  A 
relative.

The boys were 7-year-old Derek D’Alton and 6-year-old David D’Alton.  One of the boys’ close relatives 
lived near the entrance to Stanley Park.  The boys’ mother died in 1996 at the age of 78.

“For Inspector Weidman, finally identifying Derek and David brings a sense of resolution as well as 
sadness.  Although significant folklore has surrounded this case for years, we must not forget that these 
were real children who died a tragic and heartbreaking death."
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